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Call for Proposals 2026: 

Intestinal flora and MS (intestinal microbiome) 

The German National Multiple Sclerosis (MS) Society, DMSG, Bundesverband e.V., is committed to 

advancing research into multiple sclerosis (MS) in collaboration with doctors, scientists, patients, family 

members, and all interested parties. To this end, it launched an annual research grant program in 2016. 

The intestinal microbiome - the totality of microorganisms living in the gut - plays an important role in the 

immune system. According to current scientific findings, the onset of MS as well as its progression appear 

to be influenced by the “gut-immune system-brain axis.” For example, the composition of the intestinal flora 

in people with MS differs from that of people without the disease. There is also evidence that influencing 

intestinal microbiota can affect inflammatory processes and thus the onset and progression of MS. Further, 

structured research is needed to better understand in the future how intestinal microbiota interact with the 

immune system and the central nervous system in multiple sclerosis. 

The aim of this call for proposals is to establish a framework for new insights into intestinal microbiome - 

dependent disease-relevant mechanisms and thereby to promote starting points for practical strategies to 

stabilize the course of the disease and improve the quality of life for people with MS and their families. 

Research Grants 
multiple 

sclerosis 

In an annual cycle (corresponding to the thematic framework of the respective call) excellent applied or 

clinical research projects will be funded for a maximum of 24 months. Funding can be granted up to 110,000 

Euro per project and year. The number and approval of funded projects will depend on the available funds 

allocated for research purposes and approval by the Executive Committee. For this year’s program funding 

will be possible at the earliest in May 2027. 

Please send your full application documents by November 30th, 2026 (application deadline) using the 

subject line: "Individual research project funding" to referat-gs@dmsg.de. 

For further information regarding the application process and the independent peer review system, please 

refer to the guidelines to support research funded by DMSG, Bundesverband e.V. and to 

www.dmsg.de/unsere-aufgaben/wir-foerdern-die-forschung/.  

We are looking forward to receiving your submission. 

The DMSG-Research Grant for individual projects was supported 2025 i.a. by: 

Bristol-Myers Squibb GmbH & Co. KGaA, Neuraxpharm Arzneimittel GmbH, Novartis Pharma GmbH, 

Roche Pharma AG, Sandoz Pharmaceutical AG HEXAL AG und Viatris Healthcare GmbH 

Deadline November 30th, 2026 
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